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homes where he gave lessons, to the University, because
the trolley fare was often outside his budget. In spite
of this, he was successful in his studies, and was
graduated in the year 1869, and two years later re-
ceived his doctor's degree.
In this early career in medicine, he once received
an unusual appointment, the story of which I liked
very much to hear from him. It was during a heavy
epidemic of cholera in Kiev. My father, at that time
a young doctor, was appointed head of an emergency
hospital which was organized to fight the epidemic.
A group of buildings outside the city was assigned and
necessary appropriations were obtained. My father
quickly found and engaged several young and en-
thusiastic doctors to assist him in the work. In
addition he needed attendants to run the hospital, but
he quickly learned that they could not be hired. The
population was panic-stricken, and no one wanted
even to approach the frightful " cholera buildings."
Yet, it was an emergency, and quick action was
essential. My father went to the office of the Governor
of the Province.
" Sir, I must have fifty men immediately for the
hospital. I have been unable to hire them anywhere
and consequently have come to you."
" My dear professor, I realize fully the importance
of your request, but I am short-handed in every de-
partment and can get no further help/'
" There are the prisoners, sir/'
"The prisoners I "
" If you will grant me the authority to assure any
men who volunteer for this service that their sentences
will be shortened, I think I can recruit enough from